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Jeremy Pern routes Beninss first course
around sacred grove and voodoo shrines

Constraction ﬂ.rl?
-hu staried work on

Course, a new 18-hole
zolf layoul by Jeremy Pern, near
Cotonow, the largest city in Benin.
“With governmen! procedures
In Africa belng quite lengthy, 1
started working on Lhe projecl on an
unofficlal basts around |8 months
ago, producing sketches and looking

22

at sites,” said Pern. “Afler going
through all the procedures, we got Lhe
nfficial green hght at the beginning
of the year. We more or kess started
butlding the course stralght away”
The site for the golf course 1s ane
kifometre from the ooasl. "Its a bong,
thin stretch of land of about 100
hectares,” sald Pern. “Parts of Lhe
land are great, and paris are a bit of

Avishssd Golf Course will acougy  fomg,
thim cretch of ko of abont 100 hectares

2 challenge. About half of It 1s rolling
sand, very "linksy’, plus or minus a
couple of meires In height. where
farmers were growing lomatoes,
peppers, mantoc, maize and all sorts
on the sand_ Surrounding the sandy
area 1s swampland and a coastal
lagoon. There's also a2 wide range of
trees - Including a variety of palms,
coconut and mango.

"Oine thing that 1 have been Impressed
by 1= Lhe level of environmiental
surveillance and pormitting, quite
diiferent o my past experience In
Alrica. There have been comprehenstve
environmental impact studies extending
to sictal, cuftural and Nnancial ssues
Incloding government compensation o
the farmers. All the cocomuts and palms
In the playing wreas will be transplanied
inio the rough. However, we have o
avold the forest clumps. If there 1s 2
special tree that we can't move, then the
golf course has to be routed around 1
And with 100 hectares to play with, we
have plenty of room.”

1 15 nol just trees Lthat will be
protected. “There are seven voodoo
shrines on the site; of which there
are several we can'l boouch,” said
Pern. “Three or four of the voodoo
temples - they're shrines and allars
In the trees - can be moved by their
priests. And In the middle of the site
151 sacred grove; which 1s a clump of
Lrees covering an area of aboul half &
hectare, thal has o be preserved and
tzolated. This sacred grove sits beside
the big lagoon and 15 dedkcated to the

fshing delties”

Construction is expected io take two
years, wilh 2 employed
to hel uild the
course, open by

the end of 2025,

Read more about the ortgins and
design of Aviékélé Gelf Course an
www gnlfconrsearchilectire. met
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